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“A Nation that fails to plan intelligently for the development and protection of its precious waters will be condemned to wither because of shortsightedness. The hard lessons of history are clear, written on the deserted sands and ruins of once proud civilisations.” Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th President of the United States of America.

"When the well's dry, we know the worth of water" this quote is credited to noted 18th century polymath Benjamin Franklin.
Date item sourced will be bold in black – Where item sourced from will also be bold and the headline will continue as is bold green underlined. Drought still ravages much of Australia and the inflows into the Murray-Darling Basin are decreasing so the supply within the Basin and to places that source water from the Basin is struggling to be met and on top of that we have a Global economy sliding into recession and the predictions of ‘climate change’. Irrespective of the above, selfishness and an Un-Australian culture are thriving. If we across the Basin do not force, especially Local Government, and then our Federal and State Governments to show leadership what hope have we got?
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http://newsok.com/rain-helps-cool-fires-moderate-drought/article/3361092 

NewsOK.com - Oklahoma City, OK, USA - Rain helps cool fires, moderate drought
More than an inch of rain that fell on much of central, southern and western Oklahoma has done more than put out smoldering wildfires. It also put a dent in the modest drought Oklahoma has been experiencing this year. Sunday’s rain is the first measurable rain in Oklahoma City since a half-inch fell during the winter-like storm on March 27. Before this rain, areas of Oklahoma west of a line from Alva through Oklahoma City to McCurtain County were considered abnormally dry to severe drought, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor. Since Oct. 1, all areas of the state had received less rainfall than normal. Statewide, Oklahoma Mesonet sites had recorded on average just 60 percent of normal rainfall. Central Oklahoma had received just 9.4 inches, 6.9 inches less than normal. Today is expected to be mostly cloudy with highs in the upper 50s and a slight chance of rain in the metro area. The clouds are expected to clear tonight.

 http://www.miamiherald.com/573/story/997184.html
LAKE OKEECHOBEE Worsening drought sparks Lake Okeechobee water fights
Water for a river and fish in Southwest Florida, or for farms and cities in the Southeast? Drought and dropping lake levels trigger a debate over a dwindling resource. Lake Okeechobee sits at the center of a conflict over the dwindling regional water supply, one that might be broadly summed up as ``farms vs. fish.'' The dispute over a few inches of water from the massive lake may only be the first of many to come -- unless the rainy season arrives on schedule and wetter than normal. On one side: Lee County, backed by environmentalists and Southwest Florida fishing and tourism interests, clamoring for more lake water to protect the Caloosahatchee River and one of the richest estuaries in the state. 

Cutting off that fresh flow, ''We'd kill an entire year's worth of estuary health,'' said Paul Gray, a scientist with Audubon of Florida. On the other side: Farmers who tap the lake for irrigation, and Southeastern cities that rely on it as a backup -- both watching the fast-dropping lake level with growing unease. 'Farmers aren't going to get up and say, `Give us the water, don't give it to the fish,' '' said Tom MacVicar, an engineering consultant for the agricultural industry. But, he said, farmers fear the move would leave them short when they need the water the most. In the middle of the debate: Two agencies that oversee the lake, the South Florida Water Management District and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. With the lake dropping below 12 feet, both had discussed cutting off the Caloosahatchee to stockpile water should an exceptionally dry winter morph into another full-blown drought.

The district's governing board dodged the difficult issue during a meeting last week, deciding that the call -- at least for the moment -- was the Corps'. On Friday, the Corps agreed to continue pumping small ''pulse releases'' of fresh water down the Caloosahatchee for up to nine days, then to reassess future releases. The temporary reprieve is unlikely to end a debate triggered not just by dry weather but a new lake management scheme federal engineers adopted last April -- in large part to protect its aging, leaky dike. The plan calls for the lake, which rises and falls with the season, to drop lower during the dry season and to hold less water at peak wet-season highs. The result: More disputes and less wiggle room during water shortages, at least until the Corps completes dike repairs expect to take at least 20 years. ''This new schedule will put you in this position much more frequently than before,'' Water Management District executive director Carol Wehle told board members.

`QUALITY OF LIFE' - The prospect of a cutting off lake water brought bitter protests from Lee County, where an estuary at the mouth in San Carlos Bay supports a rich fishery that is a major tourism draw for the entire Southwest coast.

Lee County commissioners, backed by environmentalists, told the district's governing board that halting flows would have devastating ripple effects: Soaring salt levels would threaten drinking water supplies, wipe out sensitive eel grass beds that are home to blue crabs and bay anchovies, and disrupt spawning for commercial species such as sea trout.

Pete Quasius, of the Collier County Audubon Society, said the region only needed enough water to maintain a balance in the bay until the rainy season arrived in a few months. ''It's three inches of water for us and three feet for the agricultural community,'' he said. ``It's not about the bugs and bunnies, it's about our quality of life.'' MacVicar, the agricultural representative, said the new lake management schedule had already increased risks for farmers and continuing the releases to the Caloosahatchee River would worsen the likelihood of a water shortage. He said there have never before been lake releases in 22 previous years when levels were as low at this time of year.
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Shannon Estenoz, the districts vice chair, termed the choices ''gut-wrenching.'' The board ultimately decided not to make one or provide any recommendation to the Corps. Questions about which agency actually should make the call added to the difficulty. The district is in charge of the water supply for 16 counties. The Corps is in charge of lake releases, operating its pumps and gates and maintaining the dike. The agencies typically consult on releases, but several board members complained the new lake plan left environmental releases in a bureaucratic gray area.

`VERY SLOPPY' - ''Taxpayers deserve more than confusion at the top,'' said Charles Dauray, a board member from Southwest Florida. ``This is very sloppy.'' The Corps defended the flexibility of the new schedule, which was designed to provide a better balance for the lake's environment and wildlife as well. Since Tropical Storm Fay pushed the lake up near the safety limit for its dike last September, the Corps has dumped the equivalent of about a foot of water -- but slowly, avoiding the massive freshwater slugs that have devastated sensitive brackish estuaries on both coasts in past years. Col. Paul Grosskruger, the Corps' Jacksonville district commander, signed off on the releases but warned he was concerned about pushing the lake into a level that would trigger another round of rationing for South Florida. Most homes and businesses in the region are already on twice-weekly watering schedules. 

http://www.waltontribune.com/story.lasso?ewcd=d9a48c0ab4970a2c 

Walton Tribune - Monroe, GA, USA - Despite heavy rains, Walton still in drought
Walton County - Don’t let the recent rains fool you - Walton County and much of Georgia is still in a drought. While state officials have declared the three-year drought over for Northeast Georgia, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor most of the state - roughly 70 percent - is still in a “moderate” drought. That includes Walton County, which also has a small sliver of the county near the Barrow and Oconee county lines identified as still suffering from “severe” drought conditions. But hopes are with the recent rains the state will loosen up watering restrictions. “We remain hopeful and optimistic that recent trends in rainfall will continue into the spring, which would allow the Georgia EPD to relax current Level 4 outdoor water use restrictions,” said Wendell Geiger, director of the Walton County Water Sewerage Authority. 

Walton County officials are currently in discussions with Newton County on the possibility of submitting a joint request to decrease local watering restrictions to level 4C, which is what residents of the City of Monroe are currently under. This allows for an odd-even water use schedule three days per week. But as it stands now, for county residents — as well as citizens in Loganville, Social Circle and Jersey, who get their water from the WCWSA - almost all outdoor watering is not allowed save for a few business-related efforts. The cause for optimism comes because, according to Geiger, the Cornish Creek Reservoir - a major source of water for the county that is shared with Newton County - is at full pool and projections indicate sufficient water supply to meet anticipated demands. A lift on watering restrictions could mean more money in local government coffers. For example, Walton County has reduced its water usage 6 percent over last year; Loganville has decreased its usage 13 percent. The results are simple: less water means less money. Rodney Middlebrooks, director of the City of Monroe’s Water and Gas Department, said they expect an increase in water usage as residents try and revive their landscapes. January, February and March have all seen increased usage over last year. 
But concerns still remain about the future of water availability in Georgia. “We get most of our water from the Alcovy River and river flows are high when it rains and low when the rain is stopped for an extended period,” said Social Circle City Manager Doug White. “We could easily see drought conditions again quickly if the rainfall ends over an extended period as it has the last several summer periods.”
ABC Online – Australia - Drought still taking emotional toll
There are concerns several Hunter Valley families are still feeling the emotional and financial strain of the drought, despite conditions easing. Latest drought figures show almost 60 per cent of New South Wales is in drought - up 3 per cent compared to last month. The Hunter is drought-free but Caroline Long, a drought support worker with the Department of Primary Industries, says many people are still doing it tough. "More lately I've been seeing some people who have got quite severe issues such as depression," she said. 

"Stuff that has been going on for a long time, it's not always easy to get out of that - family relationship issues, all sorts of things." Meanwhile, there is further evidence scores of Hunter dairy farmers have left the industry. For many local dairy farmers drought and deregulation have taken a heavy toll, with up to 95 per cent of dairy families in the Maitland area quitting over the past three decades. Ms Long says evidence suggests as many as 70 per cent of Upper Hunter dairy farmers have also left. "You could be looking at something like a third of the number of dairy producers than there were say in 2000 at the point of deregulation," she said. "There have been a number of factors that have impacted on the industry."
14th
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FarmOnLine – Farmers take fight to mighty miner
A legal battle between angry farmers and the mining giant BHP-Billiton in the black-soil country of the Liverpool Plains, in north-west NSW, is threatening to derail plans to develop one of the biggest new coal mining ventures in NSW. Geoff Brown and three fellow farmers took their fight to the mining warden's court in Gunnedah, NSW, this month, challenging BHP's right to come onto their land in a search for 500 million tonnes of untapped coal reserves buried in the Caroona region. BHP bought the rights with a $99 million exploration licence from the NSW Government. For five days in the Gunnedah court, the mining warden, John Bailey, heard arguments over the farmers' charges that BHP's drilling methods could risk contaminating the deep aquifers that help water some of the richest farmland in Australia.
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"We've seen everywhere else where mining has occurred that they've destroyed the farming land," Mr Brown told the Herald from his Caroona property, where he grows Soya beans, corn, wheat and chickpeas. "The big issue up here is our water, and mining doesn't seem to regard water as very important. "That's why I can't see mining and agriculture going together side by side." The mining giant vigorously defended itself in the hearings. The Sydney barrister Richard Beasley outlined the efforts BHP makes in its drilling to avoid the risk of contaminating aquifers. But for the first time in the fight, the farmers went to court backed by a rich fighting fund. 

They hired their own barrister, the Sydney silk Tony Bannon, who peppered BHP's experts with tough questions, challenging their assurances in exchanges that became increasingly heated by the end of the hearings. A decision in the case is expected next month and the farmers say it could have serious implications for the mining industry across the state. "The outcome is incredibly significant," said Tim Duddy, a local farmer who has been leading the charge against BHP since last year. "No matter which way it goes, it will change mining exploration in Australia." Mr Duddy, who blockaded his property to stop BHP drilling on his land, says that if the farmers lose they will find a way to appeal. "We will go to higher authorities on it. This is huge."
BHP-Billiton and the NSW Minister for Natural Resources, Ian Macdonald, are acutely aware of the big stakes in this fight. 

Not only is a potential $2 billion coal project under threat but so too are exploration rights for coal and gas miners across the state. Mr Macdonald issued a $300 million exploration licence last year not far from Caroona to the Chinese state-owned coal miner Shenhua. BHP has tried to reassure local farmers that it is narrowing its search, shifting away from farmland on the flood plain and from the deep aquifers that provide irrigation. "We believe farming and coal mining can co-exist in the area as it has done for many years," a BHP-Billiton spokesman said. 

The company has attempted arbitrating with the farmers but with limited success. Mr Macdonald met a delegation of farmers last month.  "The Government will not allow the integrity of water supplies in the region to be compromised and will not approve of any mining that is likely to have an unacceptable impact on the environment," he said. Mr Brown, who wants to obtain organic certification for his produce, say he doubts BHP can satisfy him in time, that mining will not endanger the environment. "If we can't produce good quality food for people to eat we shouldn't be in the game." 

Fossil Fuels Fail to Explain Atmospheric Carbon Dioxide Levels: AEF Media Release

Chair of the Australian Environment Foundation, Jennifer Marohasy, today welcomed new research by Australian physicist, Dr Tom Quirk, suggesting natural environmental forces, more than just fossil fuel emissions, could be contributing to the elevated levels of atmospheric carbon dioxide [CO2]. “Most CO2 from fossil fuels is emitted in the northern hemisphere and it takes at least six months to spread to the southern hemisphere, which means that concentrations in the northern hemisphere should go up before they do in the southern hemisphere. In fact, they go up simultaneously, which suggests that manmade CO2 emissions are not the only contributor to the rise in global CO2 and there must be some other source.”

The new research paper published in the journal ‘Energy and Environment’ explains that given 95 percent of CO2 from fossil fuel is emitted in the northern hemisphere then some time lag might be expected due to the sharp year-to-year variations in the estimated amounts left in the atmosphere. “A tracer for CO2 transport from the northern to the southern hemisphere was provided by radioactive CO2 with the isotope Carbon-14. A sharp rise in radioactive carbon was created by nuclear weapons testing in the 1960’s.  Analysis of Carbon-14 in atmospheric CO2 showed that 50 percent of the CO2 was transported from the northern to the southern hemisphere within a year and it took some five years for exchanges of CO2 between the hemispheres before the Carbon-14 was uniformly distributed,” said Dr Quirk. 

“A simple model, with a one year mixing time, showed a delay of six months for CO2 changes in concentration in the northern hemisphere to appear in the southern hemisphere.” “However, the measurements of CO2 show no time difference between the hemispheres.  This suggests that the annual increases in atmospheric carbon dioxide may be coming from a global or equatorial source. This could result from the action of the world’s oceans with changing temperatures or their phytoplankton or could flow from global changes to forests and savannahs,” explained Dr Quirk. “Dr Quirk’s findings generate almost more questions than they answer, but then again that is the nature of good science.  The findings are radical because they challenge a key premise of the current consensus.  But just because they are not mainstream, doesn’t mean they are wrong,” said Dr Marohasy. “It is certainly premature for the federal government to be pressing ahead with its Emissions Trading Scheme given we understand so little about climate and climate change,” concluded Dr Marohasy. 

http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=8782 

Climate policy not even treading water

For the people of Maldives, the predictions that emerged from the Copenhagen International Climate Congress last month of one to two metre sea level rise by 2100 carried extra sting. Sitting just 1.5 metres above sea levels, Maldives is now literally fighting for its future existence. In our region, many similarly vulnerable Pacific Island nations are now feeling the impacts first hand. They too know they are fighting a losing battle against the encroaching forces of a changing climate. They want Australia to take the action required to give them the best chance of longterm survival. Australia's peak scientific body, the CSIRO, has been warning for years about the vulnerability of the Asia Pacific region to the impacts of climate change, without substantial action from Australia. In its report Climate Change in the Asia/Pacific Region CSIRO warned the Asia Pacific is particularly vulnerable owing to factors including the frequency of coastal communities likely to be inundated by rising sea levels, the loss of wetlands and coral bleaching, shifts in climate resulting in disease and heat-related mortality, and the net effects of climate change on regional economies. 
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At the CSIRO's Greenhouse 2009 conference in Perth Climate Change Minister Penny Wong announced that Australia will now spend $20 million to help Australia’s neighbours in the Pacific and East Timor better understand how climate change will affect them, as part of a broader $150 million commitment to meet high priority climate adaptation needs in vulnerable countries in our region. "Climate change has the potential to affect some of the poorest and most vulnerable nations," stated Senator Wong's office, "with challenges including sea level rise, more intense storms and floods, water shortages, and the resulting impacts on water and food security". On the surface, this pledge from Australia is a step in the right direction. Yet placed in the context of Australia's current emissions targets of just five per cent emissions reduction target by 2020, and our refusal to approve climate refugee status requests from small Pacific Island nations such as Tuvulu, Penny Wong's announcement raises more questions than it answers.

For starters, it remains unclear whether the $150 million will be used for actual “adaptation” or whether it will be confined to further science and monitoring. Based on current breakdowns, the money will be distributed between the Department of Climate Change, AusAid, the Global Environment Fund and the World Bank. That means only a small percentage will make its way to the Pacific Islands to deal with actual on the ground adaptation strategies. This is reminiscent of a recent Guardian investigation revealing that although $18 billion has been pledged globally to assist poor countries adapt to climate impacts, only $900 million has been forthcoming. Thus far, the pledges are not matching the outcomes, and it is the worlds poorest who are getting hit hardest.

Senator Wong’s $20 million pledge is a tiny drop in the ocean of needs and impending disasters when we start to measure the human and financial magnitude of the problem. Since 2005, the people of the Carteret Islands (located 120 kilometres northeast of Bougainville in the Pacific Ocean) have been in a process of forced migration due to rising sea levels. This has meant the 2500 inhabitants of the Islands are currently in the process of resettlement in Bougainville, making them among the worlds first "environmental refugees". In PNG, extreme weather conditions have increased in frequency and ferocity in recent years. A massive flood in the Oro Province in November 2007 killed 70 people and destroyed 95 per cent of the road and bridge infrastructure. The cost of repairing this infrastructure is estimated to run into the billions of dollars.
The injustice of climate change is that its impacts are falling most heavily on the poor - those people who bear the least responsibility for causing the problem and have the least capacity to adapt. Whilst a country with a heavy carbon/greenhouse footprint such as Australia has the luxury to debate and research climate change, some of the low lying island nations are likely to disappear off the surface of the earth altogether.

As a country that has disproportionately contributed to creating the problem of global warming (on a per capita basis), Australia now has an obligation to not only lead by example in reducing its own emissions, but to also assist its poorer neighbours cope with its impacts and implement alternative development pathways.

Often lacking the infrastructure to even tackle day-to-day issues of social deprivation, health and hunger, the developing world has few resources left to actively respond to environmental circumstances in a way that might mitigate long-term impacts. Countries with poor democratic structures, weak borders and high incidence of corruption are most vulnerable to the potential for climate change triggering large-scale humanitarian crises. Given that our current targets of 5 to 15 per cent emissions cuts by 2020 will, according to all available science, lead us on a course that will see increasing problems in the Asia Pacific region as a direct result of climate change, a $20 million pledge is very modest indeed.

The bigger question facing our political leaders is how Australia will contribute to the global effort to radically reduce carbon emissions in the short term, and play a positive role in ensuring a strong new global emission reduction treaty is signed off at Copenhagen later this year. To achieve this, we will need to set credible science based targets; we need 25 to 40 per cent cuts by 2020.

In a paper presented at the recent climate talks in Poznan the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) called on the world to reduce their GHG emissions by more than 40 per cent to 1990 levels by 2020, and more than 95 per cent by 2050. These AOSIS countries, which include many of our neighbouring Pacific Island nations, know very well that their very existence is at stake. Responding to the new science from Copenhagen, Maldives President Mahamed Nasheed has pledged that his country will no longer be part of the “Faustian Pact” the world is currently playing with carbon by becoming the first country to go carbon neutral. "Today," he said, "the Maldives will opt out of that pact". But where will Australia stand?

Will water corruption trump water security?

I am convinced that ... we will run out of water long before we run out of fuel. Nestle Chairman Peter Brabeck-Letmathe
The head of the water program of the International Union for Conservation of Nature, Mark Smith, recently indicated that two thirds of the world's population will be affected by water shortages by 2025. I'll say that again: two thirds of the world's population. Just staggering given that is only 15 years away. Given that Australia is the world's driest inhabited continent I was very quickly shaken from my torpor. Is Australia ready for 2025? Perhaps one should be checking one's migratory options? This year saw the completion of the National Land & Water Resources Audit Final Report: 2002-2008. It seemed like a good place to start looking at how we are going, but it's "not available". I was told by a representative of Land Water Australia that the report can't be released until such time as the Department's Minister gives the go ahead. So much for the Rudd Government's policy of giving people information. Let's hope it's not currently undergoing a process of sanitisation.
If we ever do see it, it will be interesting to compare it with the National Land and Water Resources Audit, 2002. Even back then things looked bleak: the 2002 audit found that:
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· many of Australia's surface water resources have limited opportunities for further development. 26 per cent of Australia's 325 surface water management areas, drawn from the 246 recognised river basins, are either close to or overused compared with their sustainable flow regimes; 

· the water from 168 of Australia's 538 groundwater management units is either totally allocated or is already over allocated. Not all allocated water entitlements are used, but 30 per cent of Australia's 538 groundwater management units are close to or overused compared with their sustainable yield; and 

· of the water diverted for use, on average, 77 per cent actually reaches the consumer, the remainder is lost to seepage and evaporation.

And it seems to have gone downhill from there. Since the 2002 audit there have been significant concerns raised about Australia's surface and ground water and the inextricable link between the two; about the increasing use of water from underground aquifers becoming "an unacceptable risk"; about Australia's Great Artesian Basin (the only source of water for inland mining, tourism and grazing in four states) being under threat from declining artesian pressure, which forces the water to the surface via bores and springs; about Western Australia's underground water supply not recharging fast enough; about the mismanagement and agonising death of the Murray Darling; about our appalling water reuse statistics; about alarming images of our river health, and on top of all that, about the potential impacts of climate change on coastal aquifers and water evaporation.

If that isn't bad enough who can forget the International Water Management Institute map highlighting the entire Murray Darling region as an area of projected physical water scarcity by 2025. (Physical water scarcity is when the water resources cannot meet the demands of the population.) Last year Transparency International released its Global Corruption Report 2008: Corruption in the Water Sector (GCR). The GCR was "the first of its kind to explore the impact and scope of corruption in different segments of the water sector". The GCR notes that climate change raises the stakes for cleaning up corruption in the water sector and that corruption remains one of the least analysed and recognised problems in the water sector. It identifies water as a high risk sector for corruption because water governance spills across agencies, water management is viewed as a largely technical issues in most countries, water involves large flows of public money, private investment in water is growing in countries already known to have high risks of corruption and water is becoming more scarce. Many will not be surprised to learn that Australia received an "honourable" mention:

... The impact of environmental degradation, inadequate water management and chronic under investment are known to us all ... At the heart of these failures is the crisis of governance in water - a crisis in the use of power and authority over water and how countries manage their water affairs. And yet, despite the imperatives of water for citizens' livelihoods and a country's growth, water governance has not been prioritised. Institutional dysfunction, poor financial management and low accountability mean that many governments are not able to respond to the crisis and weak capacity and limited awareness leave citizens and non-governmental organisations in many countries unable to demand change ... Corruption in and around the development of the water sector is a key dimension of this governance failure ...
In Europe, North America and Australia corrupt practices involving or affecting water resources and services are not uncommon. Industrialised countries have their own forms of nepotism in their boardrooms and institutions; fraud and embezzlement feature frequently in the press. Even high levels of regulation and oversight have not prevented corruption from playing out where the public and private sector meet ... When state capture occurs, the decision-making process and enforcement of water policies are manipulated to favour the interests of a few influential water users or service providers at the expense of the broader public ...

Fortunately the GCR makes important recommendations for reform, including the scaling up and refining of the diagnosis of corruption in water, strengthening the regulatory oversight of water management and use, ensuring fair competition for and accountable implementation of water contracts, and adopting and implementing transparency and participation as guiding principles for water governance. Turning back to Australia, if one reviews the submissions made to the 2009 biennial assessment of implementation of the National Water Initiative one could be forgiven for thinking that either severe pulmonary incompetence or "state capture" is at play in this country.

It is chilling to imagine a world without water security. Not only is water essential for life but, as the February report of the Pacific Institute points out, it is crucial for the global economy: it drives every industry from agriculture to electric power to silicon chip manufacturing, and activities as diverse as apparel manufacture and tourism also rely on supplies of clean, potable water to survive and grow. That water is the economic linchpin no doubt explains why the World Bank has already closely examined this for one of Australia's largest trading partners.

Finally, also courtesy of the Pacific Institute, we are able to track and categorise events related to water and conflict.

What is clear from all this is that the current way we regulate, manage, and use water in this country is dysfunctional and must change. Apart from the Government letting us see how we are faring by releasing immediately the National Land & Water Resources Audit Final Report: 2002-2008, it must kick its army of salaried officialdom into action to examine first, the potential for and consequences of water (and wastewater) corruption; second, how government's ability to provide water security notwithstanding water scarcity will be hindered if the management and control of water is in the hands of global marketeers (like investment firms, banks, private-equity firms, hedge funds, pension funds, technology corporations and sovereign wealth funds) and, last but not least, the extent to which water corruption, privatisation and state capture has already occurred.
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It is our government's role to calculate and make provision for raising the public capital required for water research and technology and the replacement and creation of water infrastructure; if it fails to do that you can bet that the water investment opportunities for the marketeers will come thick and fast as the financial crisis deepens.

Just as there is an uncomfortable feeling that the coming water crisis is inescapable, there is a similar sense of inevitability about the truth of Maude Barlow's predictions that we will continue to witness corporate giants force developing countries to privatise their water supply for profit. Wall Street investors target desalination and mass bulk water export schemes. Corrupt governments use water for economic and political gain. Military control of water emerges and a new geo-political map and power structure forms, setting the stage for world water wars.

SA Premier & Ministers - South East landholders saving habitat for rare birds

South East landholders are working to preserve precious habitat for more than 100 species of birds through an environmental management agreement with the State Government. Environment and Conservation Minister Jay Weatherill, who visited the South East today, has praised the work of local landholders in protecting the State’s biodiversity. More than 130 landholders in the upper South East have entered into environmental management agreements over the past year under the Upper South East Dryland Salinity Program. Under the scheme, landholders gain levy offsets by maintaining areas of significant biodiversity.

Mr Weatherill said John and Sherry Del Fabbro’s property – nestled between Kingston and Padthaway in the Bakers Range watercourse  - was one of the best examples of the success of the program. “This agreement is the most significant to date because of its size and breadth of biodiversity,” he said. “The 1600 hectare property includes numerous watercourses as well as diverse vegetation and wildlife. “It is home to more than 100 bird species such as black-chinned honeyeaters and international migratory birds including the Latham’s Snipe, which is increasingly rare due to habitat loss.

“The piece of land includes a range of native trees, such as tea-tree shrubland, red gum swamp, cutting grass sedgeland, Banksia heathland, mallee, stringy bark woodlands and pink gum woodlands.” Mr Weatherill visited the property this morning. “Under the management plan, the property will continue to be managed to enhance remnant native vegetation, watercourses, wetland habitat, environmental flows, and to establish a strategic link of corridors along the watercourse,” he said. “This agreement will ensure that in the future, the property will be managed correctly and preserved as a biodiversity refuge. If the property changes ownership, the land will remain protected.

AWA

1. Murray inflows between January and March were the lowest in 117 years and the outlook for the next three months is also looking bleak, according to the latest Drought Update issued by the MURRAY-DARLING Basin Authority. Total inflows for the first three months of this year were 140 GL, slightly lower than the previous historic minimum of 150 GL in Jan-March 2007. The combination of low storage levels, low river flows and high water temperatures have contributed to outbreaks of blue-green algae in the Murray in recent weeks. 

2. The outbreak of potentially toxic Blue Green Algae in the Murray River is now stretching almost 800 kilometres from the Hume Dam at Albury to Tooleybuc, west of Swan Hill. The Chairman of the Murray Regional Algal Coordinating Committees (MRACC) has also confirmed that the algal bloom has also spread to the Edward River at Moulamein. All water users are advised avoid contact with affected water, which can cause gastroenteritis, skin irritation, and respiratory symptoms. 

3. The Murray-Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) will deliver 4.445 gigalitres (GL) of Environmental Water at important icon sites along the Murray in New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia from mid-April to maximise the benefits of autumn conditions. 

4. Several Southeast Queensland council areas including Brisbane City, Ipswich and Logan will say goodbye to their existing high-level restrictions after heavy rainfall lifted the region's main storage dams above 50 per cent. The Queensland Water Commission has announced the move to new medium-level water restrictions, from Target 170 to Target 200, meaning people should try to use no more than 200 litres of water a day.

50% dams mean medium level restrictions and ‘thank you’, says Premier
· With dam levels cracking at 50% overnight South East Queenslanders can look forward to a further easing of water restrictions, Premier Anna Bligh said today in a joint statement issued with Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy and Minister for Trade, Stephen Robertson. 

“South East Queenslanders will have more opportunities to use the hose in their gardens, wash their cars and – for the first time in three years – be able to use efficient garden irrigation and sprinklers,” she said. (An Efficient Irrigation system requires a flow of nine litres a minute or less.) 

“I was delighted to hear this morning that the combined dam levels of Wivenhoe, Somerset and North Pine dams reached the trigger mark of 50%.

“This means residents will be rewarded with an easing of water restrictions,” she said. 

“The Queensland Water Commission is now moving to downgrade the South East’s water restriction level from high to medium.

“We will now move from Target 170 to Target 200, meaning people should try to use no more than 200 litres of water a day. 

“Thank you to all for their community-minded water saving efforts during the dry times. Today is the reward for that effort,” she said.

“The QWC does not expect to see a sudden jump in residential consumption with the restriction change.
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“Whether you took shorter showers, conserved water in the garden, or your business restructured, it has all played a part in helping us save water and in leading to today’s easing of restrictions,” Ms Bligh said. 

“I especially want to thank SEQ’s irrigation, nursery and garden industries.

“These industries got right behind the Water Commission and with their help, SEQ is now leading the way in setting the framework for efficient urban irrigation. The framework will be rolled out nationally,” said Ms Bligh.

Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy Stephen Robertson encouraged communities to continue to use water wisely. 

“It is great residents will have some extra water to use in and around their homes, however there is no excuse for wasting water. 

“Under Medium Level Restrictions, residents will be able to use an efficient irrigation system in their gardens during set days and times, depending on their house number. 

“Residents can also use a bucket, a hand-held hose fitted with a trigger nozzle or twist action nozzle; or an efficient non-fixed sprinkler,” Mr Robertson said. 

The QWC’s new restrictions are expected to be in place by week’s end. Under Medium Level Restrictions the community can: 

· Use town water to water the garden, wash the car or undertake general outdoor cleaning (such as washing houses and hosing outdoor areas) during two 30-minute periods per week:

* On Tuesday and Saturday between 4pm and 4.30pm for odd numbered houses 

* On Wednesday and Sunday for even numbered or un-numbered houses.

* During the allocated times, use a single hand-held hose (with twist/ trigger nozzle) or an efficient irrigation system or efficient sprinkler, if watering the garden.

· Use a bucket to: 

* Water gardens between 4pm and 8am on any day but Monday 
* clean outdoors at any time

* A hose cannot be used for cleaning of paving, pathways or driveways (although exemptions apply if related to protecting health and safety). 

* Filling of new swimming pools can now be done using town water.

Where do restrictions apply? 
Councils affected by High Level Restrictions include Brisbane City, Ipswich City, Lockyer Valley Regional Council, Logan City, Moreton Bay Regional Council and Somerset Regional Council. 

Sunshine Coast Regional Council, Scenic Rim Regional Council and Redland City Council non-residential water commenced Medium Level Restrictions on 30 March 2009. Residential Restrictions in these areas commence on July 1.

Restrictions remain temporarily suspended in the Gold Coast City Council area.

Previous levels of water restrictions
Water restrictions have been in place in South East Queensland since 2005: 

· Medium Level Restrictions to start by week's end

· High Level Restrictions commenced July 31, 2008

· Level 6 (Extreme Level) restrictions commenced November 23, 2007 

· Level 5 restrictions commenced April 10, 2007 

· Level 4 restrictions commenced November 1, 2006 

· Level 3 restrictions commenced June 13, 2006 

· Level 2 restrictions commenced October 3, 2005 

· Level 1 restrictions commenced May 13, 2005

(I believe they must not become complacent)

5. The Northern Territory Government has released a discussion paper as the first step in developing a Living Rivers Strategy. The discussion paper for community and stakeholder feedback will also involve community forums, with the Living Rivers Strategy expected to be released by the end of 2009. Submissions are invited until 30 June 2009.

· The Northern Territory Government has released a discussion paper as the first step in developing a Living Rivers Strategy.  The discussion paper for community and stakeholder feedback will also involve face to face community forums across the Territory, which will provide the detail required to complete the development of a Living Rivers Strategy, to be released by the end of 2009.
6. The Reeves Report into the financial position of the Northern Territory’s Power and Water Corporation has recommended a 60% increase in water and sewerage charges over the next 3 financial years, in line with increases seen interstate. Treasurer Delia Lawrie says the Government will not be passing on the full recommendation, although new charges from July 1 will see the weekly bill for average large residential customers increase $5 for water and an additional $1 for sewerage.
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7. Indigenous leaders in Queensland have threatened to cease contact with the Queensland Government and to barricade Cape York unless the Wild Rivers legislation is overturned. The Chairman of the Cape York Land Council has argued that the legislation - which opponents say locks up large areas of Cape York - took indigenous rights in Queensland back a century.

· Indigenous leaders are at odds over the merits of the Queensland State Government's Wild Rivers Legislation. 
The laws are designed to protect the Stewart, Lockhart and Archer Rivers on Cape York. Noel Pearson this week quit his role with the Cape York Institute, claiming the legislation will stop traditional owners from developing their land. But Gulf leader, Murrandoo Yanner, says that is not the main issue for many. "The majority of the people who aren't involved in that would rather have the sustainable rivers so we can continue as we have for thousands of years to draw our food and nourishment from those rivers, rather than see a few Aboriginal people financially benefit at the expense of the rest of us being left in a dust bowl," he said.
8. Dalby Regional Council has decided not to proceed with a previously announced joint venture with Arrow Energy that would have seen an upgraded desalination plant treat coal seam gas water from its nearby gas fields at Tipton West, Daandine and Kogan North for potable use. According to the Council, the risk profile and substantial capital and operating costs for the treatment of the water made the project unviable. 

9. A group of farmers from Tasmania's northern midlands has bypassed the State Government to develop their own water pipeline. The $6 million, 17-kilometre pipeline starting pumping water from the Poatina power station to a dozen farms south of Cressy at the rate of 60 megalitres/day.

· A group of drought-stricken farmers from Tasmania's northern midlands has bypassed the State Government to develop their own water pipeline. The 17-kilometre pipeline starting pumping water from the Poatina power station today to a dozen farms south of Cressy, at the rate of 60 megalitres a day. One of the investors, David Downie, says the farmers funded the projects because they were tired of water infrastructure proposals being delayed by government bureaucracy. (We know how they feel).

He says the $6 million development will allow farms in the northern midlands to return to prosperity. "Our properties will go from just surviving to being extremely profitable," he said. "We create a huge economic activity, employ a lot of people." The Premier David Bartlett officially opened the pipeline. Farmers first started planning the pipeline in November 2007. Mr Downie, says Mr Bartlett was asked to open the development to highlight to the government how fast water infrastructure can be developed, when it bypasses government bureaucracy. He says the farmers decided to fund their own pipeline because the government charges too much for water, in schemes like the Meander Dam pipeline.
10. Residents of Irishtown, a far north-west Tasmanian town have been put on a boiled water alert, after testing revealed their drinking water supply has been contaminated. The Circular Head Council has been unable to find out what's caused the contamination. 

11. Fluoridation of the water supply in Ballina on the northern New South Wales coast is back on the agenda after a special meeting of Ballina Shire Council was called to debate the issue and consider a rescission motion. 

12. The Council for Science and Technology (CST) in the UK has published a report entitled "Improving Innovation in the Water Sector; 21st Century Challenges and Opportunities". Recommendations include changes to economic regulation to stimulate investment in research and innovation; the need for improved national coordination of water research; the need to address skill shortages, and opportunities to develop low carbon technologies. 

13. The US public water systems need $334.8 billion of capital investment over the next 20 years, according to results of a new Drinking Water infrastructure Needs Survey and Assessment by the US Environmental Protection Agency. The survey, conducted every four years, reports conditions as of 2007, updating 2003 data. 

14. Highly accurate 3D digital maps, captured from aircraft-mounted lasers, are being used to assess the risk of flooding at critical utility sites across the UK. The project, undertaken by Ambiental on behalf of one of the UK's largest water companies, used LiDAR (Light Detection and Ranging) data. 

15. Queensland Health failed to pass on the results of a departmental audit to local councils responsible for monitoring the discharge of hospital wastes before they were to be recycled as drinking water.

· Queensland Health failed to pass on the results of a departmental audit to local councils responsible for monitoring the discharge of hospital wastes before they were to be recycled as drinking water. The Brisbane and Ipswich city councils were not told of the audit's findings when they become known to Queensland Health last November, three months before recycled effluent was to be added to southeast Queensland dams. The plan was deferred in the face of community concerns about the safety of recycled water, but treated effluent will be added to dams when their levels fall to 40 per cent. 

The Queensland Health audit found the necessary approvals were not in place or were faulty at four hospitals. The approvals were to ensure recycled water was not contaminated by the dumping in the sewer of hospital wastes such as blood and cancer drugs. The Queensland Water Commission had repeatedly assured the public that all approvals were in order. Ipswich Hospital, which held no approvals, applied for one in November but it has yet to be granted. Ipswich Mayor Paul Pisale said an investigation by his council of possible wastewater sources at the hospital was under way. 

"Queensland Health has not raised any concerns about trade waste approvals at the hospital," Mr Pisale said. The audit identified deficiencies in the waste approvals held by three Brisbane hospitals. A Brisbane City Council spokesman said Queensland Health had not raised concerns about the approvals. Opposition infrastructure spokesman David Gibson called on the Government to release the audit report. 
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"Anna Bligh is always talking about the need for honest and accountable government but, put under pressure, she runs and hides," Mr Gibson said. He said the Queensland Water Commission should be forced to explain why it misled the public about hospital waste approvals. Queenslanders for Safe Water president Merilyn Haines said that given the public interest in recycled water, the report should be a public document. Queensland Health population health director Linda Selvey said the report was "internal". The Queensland Water Commission declined to comment on whether it established with the Brisbane and Ipswich councils that they had the necessary hospital waste approvals in place.
16. The dredge vessel Queen of the Netherlands has returned to Melbourne to continue work on the channel deepening project. 

17. Five drums suspected of containing toxic waste material were found dumped illegally close to one of the WA's main drinking water catchments. 

18. Noel Pearson quits Institute to fight 'wild rivers' legislation.

· Indigenous leader Noel Pearson has resigned as the director of far north Queensland's Cape York Institute. He says the State Government's decision to preserve three Cape York regions under the 'wild rivers' legislation prompted him to quit.

Mr Pearson says Premier Anna Bligh's decision to protect the Cape areas will prevent Indigenous groups from engaging in small-scale development that is necessary to provide jobs and boost living standards. He says his work on welfare reform on the Cape is useless until Indigenous people secure their land rights. "Without economic development, we'll never get out of welfare," he said. "Without getting out of welfare, we'll never get on top of our social problems." Mr Pearson established the Institute in 2004 and as director led the push for welfare reform in the far north. He says the Bligh Government's decision last week to preserve three areas of the Cape is 'catastrophic' for Indigenous communities. 

Activist role - Mr Pearson says he will take up a position with the Cape York Land Council and return to an activist role. "Quite frankly, this land and environment issue is distracting for me," he said. "It is distracting me from the most important work, which is welfare reform and getting on top of our social problems. "But the reason I've taken this decision ... is because without the land as an economic base, these communities in Cape York Peninsula will never get out of the hole they're in. "You can't tell Aboriginal communities, 'you've got to get off welfare, but listen, there's no opportunity to develop an economic base, other than a reliance on welfare'." Mr Pearson says he will examine every legal avenue available to have the legislation overturned. 

The Queensland Government says it is willing to continue discussions with Mr Pearson despite his resignation from the Cape York Institute. In a statement, Natural Resources Minister Stephen Robertson says he would be happy to sit down with Mr Pearson and discuss matters affecting the Cape. David Glasgow, the head of the Family Responsibilities Commission which Mr Pearson played a key role in creating, says he does not think the resignation will affect the region's welfare reform trials.

"Mr Pearson and the institute behind him was the inspiration for the Family Responsibilities Commission," he said. "Mr Pearson remains a director of my board and I don't think the operation of the commission will in any way be affected by his resignation." 
19. A leading scientist says there are sustainability concerns over industrial use of 18,000-year-old groundwater on New South Wales' central coast.

· A leading scientist says there are sustainability concerns over industrial use of 18,000-year-old groundwater on New South Wales' central coast. Researches from the Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation have been studying the age of aquifer water in the Sydney basin. Last year, the Coca Cola company won a court battle to use 66 million litres of it a year for a bottling plant. Professor John Dodson from ANSTO has told a conference in Sydney that the age of the water raises sustainability fears. "You'd have great suspicion that it's very, very slow to replace," he said. "If you are to use the resource quickly, it's gone forever." He says it is highly doubtful that the amount of water currently being extracted at Mangrove Mountain is sustainable. (The ground water sourced around Pinnaroo/Lameroo is from the Grampians and takes 20,000 years to get here, but who cares? No the bloody Minister for Water Security).
20. Dredging the Murray mouth in South Australia is a waste of money, according to local business group. 

21. A Senate inquiry is set to hear damning evidence that casts further doubt on water savings from the $2 billion Food Bowl Modernisation Project, a key part of the Brumby Government's water plan.

22. Tasmanians look set to pay more for water and sewerage.

· Tasmanians look set to pay more for water and sewerage. Three new water and sewerage corporations will take control of all council infrastructure from July the first, while a fourth will provide shared services such as billing. The executive chairman of the Tasmanian Water and Sewerage Corporations, Geoff Willis, says households will receive two bills - one for rates, the other for water and sewerage services. But he says the corporations are still waiting for advice on an interim pricing order. "The regulator is going to take into account all the costs of providing those services and then recommend that to the Treasurer," he said. "So, I'm expecting there will be increases in prices for each of the years going forward."

23. A farming body says it is worried contamination from mine site spills in northwest Queensland could affect an emerging organic industry in the region. 

· A farming body says it is worried contamination from mine site spills in northwest Queensland could affect an emerging organic industry in the region. Earlier this year, tailings dams at several mine sites flooded, sending contaminated water into river systems. The Environmental Protection Agency is continuing to monitor the situation. So far, tests have shown no heavy metal contamination in cattle on affected properties. 
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However, Dr Andrew Monk from Biological Farmers of Australia says it is a concern for the organic sector. "There are some production systems that constantly have the threat or risk of water-borne contaminants," he said. "In this one-off situation, it is a similar approach of looking at how the risk can be minimised or if there is contamination, how that can be managed to prohibit or prevent that contamination getting into the actual food chain itself and therefore into certified productions."
24. Victoria's environment watchdog has sought assurances that sewer upgrades will not be cast aside in a bid to soften the impact of water price rises for Melbourne. 

25. People are being advised to avoid contact with Lake Daylesford's water until further notice after a sewerage spill on Sunday.

26. University of Sydney's Ray Kearney has called for the dam level that would trigger the pumping of recycled water to southeast Queensland storages to be reduced from 40 per cent to 10 per cent, claiming it would be difficult to prevent hospital waste from being recycled as drinking water. 

· A leading authority on infectious diseases has called on the Bligh Government to reduce the dam level that would trigger the pumping of recycled water to southeast Queensland storages from 40 per cent to 10 per cent, claiming it would be difficult to prevent blood and body tissue being recycled as drinking water. The University of Sydney's Ray Kearney hit out at the Queensland Water Commission for falsely claiming that hospital waste approvals were in place when the Government planned to add the effluent to drinking water supplies in February. The Government postponed the plan after concerns were raised by microbiologists about the safety of the screening process, but it will be implemented when dam levels fall from their present 50 per cent to 40 per cent. 

The Queensland Water Commission has repeatedly asserted that hospital wastes such as blood and cancer drugs would not be recycled as drinking water because strict approvals were in place at hospitals. The Australian reported this week that a Queensland Health audit discovered that four major hospitals in Brisbane and Ipswich had faulty or no approvals. 

Professor Kearney said he was appalled by the conduct of both the water commission and Queensland Health, which has refused to make public its audit report. "It is despicable and reckless for a government authority to behave in ways that put the interests of public safety below the political interests of a government," he said. "The public has a right to be well informed about these issues." Professor Kearney said the 40per cent threshold for adding recycled water to dams was too high and should be reduced to 10per cent or lower. "Recycled water really should be an option of last resort, and it seems to me that if you've got dams 40 per cent or 50 per cent full, you are not in a last-resort situation." 

The Queensland Water Commission declined to comment on whether it had established that the necessary hospital approvals were in place before claiming that they were. Opposition infrastructure spokesman David Gibson said the Government should release the Queensland Health report. "You have to wonder, what have they got to hide?" Queensland Health population health director Linda Selvey said the audit report would not be made public because it was "internal".

ABC Regional Online – Australia - Murray algae bloom 'may be dispersing'
There are encouraging signs a blue-green algae bloom might be dissipating along the Murray River. A toxic algae is stretching 800 kilometres from Lake Hume to just west of Swan Hill. Owen Russell from Lower Murray Water says some blooms downstream of Swan Hill are starting to dissipate because of cooler nights. But he says the algae is still harmful and a red alert for the affected stretch of the river remains. "The advisory that comes from a red alert states that people shouldn't be using the water for recreational purposes, definitely not drinking it and also not allowing really their pets and animals to use it as a recreational source as well," he said.

